Library Building Projects -- Guiding Principles
The 2006-2008 FVRL strategic plan includes the following goal for library buildings: "District residents have appropriate library facilities that meet their needs for study, reading, community gathering, print resources, programs, and access to electronic materials." 
Beyond that basic statement, the library district envisions public buildings that are attractive destinations for individuals, families, and groups; inspire a sense of curiosity, wonder and delight about the world; motivate visitors to engage in active, self-directed discovery; foster imagination and creativity; feature design and layout that will entice visitors to explore library resources; keep people coming back for fresh, new experiences.  Additionally, the district seeks inspiration and direction from the following descriptions of the buildings it strives to provide for its communities:
a) Library design that puts users in control of their library experience through intuitive layout, self-service features, and points of service designed around patron needs.

b) Community spaces that enable the public to interact with others in both organized and informal ways, including spaces that can be rearranged and that support user-initiated programming and discussions.

c) A mix of spaces that allow for interaction and for quiet areas for study and contemplation.

d) Spaces, furniture, and shelving selections that make the library inviting to users with different needs, such as children, teens, seniors, people with disabilities and adult learners.
e) Space for ample collections with wide aisles, easily accessed shelves, and furnishings for display and merchandizing of the collection. 

f) Plentiful computer workstations for Internet access and access to our physical and digital collections. Technology that supports user-supplied equipment and devices.
g) Designs that incorporate sustainable building concepts, practices, and technologies.

h) Spaces, furnishings and technology in staff work areas that support improved workflow and better ergonomics.
i) Building designs that are appropriate for their settings and establish an emotional connection with the surrounding community.

j) Building configurations and display venues that take good advantage of opportunities to communicate and market library resources, programs and events to visitors and the public.

k) Design that is reflective of the current time, yet will hold its aesthetic appeal for many years.
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